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J ames John Leonard, 86, of Tampa, Florida, passed away

peacefully on Friday, March 6, 2026.

James retired from Electric Supply Inc. of Tampa in December 2014 after 19 years of dedicated

service as Fleet Manager. Before joining Electric Supply in 1996, he worked as Fleet Manager for
Spaulding Bakeries, Gary’s U-Pull-It, and Serafini Transportation in the Binghamton and Vestal,
New York areas.

Born and raised in Binghamton, James grew up working in his father’s gas station and garage,
which sparked his lifelong love of cars. After graduating from Binghamton High School in 1958,

he opened his first auto body shop in Kirkwood, NY in 1959, later relocating the business to Vestal.
He then spent 16 years as a proud member of Teamsters Union 693, operating heavy off-road
construction vehicles. His passion for restoring and rebuilding automobiles continued

throughout his life, especially in his home garage.

During his retirement years, James enjoyed several fun and unique jobs, including transporting
cars (sometimes exotic) between St. Petersburg and Orlando, working at Busch Gardens, and even

becoming a professional clown so he could join his wife, Raquel, in her outreach programs
serving children from Venezuela and Tampa.

He was an avid Tampa Bay Buccaneers fan and loved simple pleasures—Hooters chicken wings,
Krispy Kreme donuts, and morning coffee. James had a remarkable way of connecting with
people; he knew someone everywhere he went and left a lasting impression on all who met him.

James is survived by his loving wife of 26 years, Raquel Ache’ Leonard (Venezuela); his children
Richard (Mary Durkin) Leonard of Goodlettsville, TN; Christine (Ryan) Sprauer of Castroville,

TX; and Corinda (Nick, deceased) Chwalek of Apex, NC; grandchildren Shannon, Stephanie,
Lauren, and Logan; great-grandchildren David and Grace; and his sister Nancy Williams of
Johnson City, NY and her sons Michael, Ricky, Patrick (deceased), and Matthew.
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He is also survived by his stepchildren Vilma Ache of Las Vegas, NV; Keyla (Thomas) Hayden of
British Columbia, Canada; Maria Alejandra Munoz of Tampa, FL; Natalia Munoz of Houston, TX;

Adriana (Fouad) Noureddin of Ruskin, FL; his grandson Brilly (Talia) Gomez; and his beloved cat,
Coco.

James—Jim, Jimbo—will be deeply missed and forever remembered by all who loved him.

A memorial to celebrate Jim’s life will be held on Saturday, March 14, 2026, from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m. at Boza & Roel, 4730 N. Armenia Avenue in Tampa, FL.
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Celebration of  Life

Boza  and Roel Funeral Home

4730 North Armenia Avenue, Tampa FL 33603
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Saturday,March 14, 2026

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM ET
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Boza  & Roel Funeral Home shared a Video.

March 13 at 11:04 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful Dreams to the Leonard family.

March 14 at 11:15 AM

YK You'll Be Forever  Missed.Thomas & Keyla  sent a Serene Retreat to the

Leonard family.

March 10 at 5:03 PM

Heather  Wieder  posted:

I am so sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. We worked together at Electric Supply, and I have such

fond memories of his dry sense of humor. My deepest condolences to his family and loved

ones.

March 10 at 12:33 PM

JW Jason Whittemore posted:

Jim was a great man and will always be remembered. Lots of great memories together during our

Serafini days. Thoughts and prayers to his family. Jason W.

March 10 at 5:58 AM

NL Natalia  Liy shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I keep coming back to this sweet picture, your smile proud and gentle, and I can

almost feel the comfort of sitting next to you.Rest easy, my dear Jimbo. You were

one of the kindest, loving stepdads one could ask for. I’ll forever be grateful for

every moment we shared.With all my love,Naty

March 9 at 7:35 AM
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Boza  & Roel Funeral Home shared a Video. March 13 at 11:04 AM
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NL Natalia  Liy shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 9 at 7:35 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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